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NRCS Healthy Soil Information
Information—
—What Soil Does
Healthy soil gives us clean air and water, bountiful
crops and forests, productive grazing lands, diverse
wildlife and beautiful landscapes. Soil does all this
by performing five essential functions:


Regulating water—Soil helps control where
rain, snowmelt, and irrigation water goes. Water
and dissolved solutes flow over the land or into
and through the soil.



Sustaining plant and animal life—The diversity
and productivity of living things depends on soil.



Filtering and buffering potential pollutants—
The minerals and microbes in soil are responsible for filtering, buffering, degrading, immobilizing, and detoxifying organic and inorganic
materials, including industrial and municipal
by-products and atmospheric deposits.



Cycling nutrients—Carbon, nitrogen, phosphorus, and many other nutrients are stored, transformed and cycled in the soil.



Physical stability and support—Soil structure
provides a medium for plant roots. Soils also
provide support for human structures and protection for archeological treasurers.

Ou

Source: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/

At the Soil Health Theater, you can see and hear
from some of America’s top soil health experts
and innovative soil health farmers. From video
demonstrations on soil health to videos featuring
the mean and women who are farming with Soil
Health Management Systems, see for yourself
why there’s a growing movement to “Unlock the
Secrets in the Soil”.
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/soils/health
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Healthy soils:
Have increased fertility, structure, & biological diversity
Resist wind and water erosion

Losing Soil?

Improve water infiltration rates
Reduce fuel, fertilizer, and pesticide costs

Learn more benefits at the . . .

$oil Health Workshop
Improve your profit margin by applying agro-ecology
principles

FREE Workshop Includes FREE Lunch
December 5th, 2014
9:00 a.m. —3:00 p.m.
Pleasant Union United Methodist Church
5929 Coble Church Rd.
Liberty, NC 27298
Space is Very Limited - Registration Deadline = November 15th

Call Rachel at Guilford Coop. Ext. to reserve your spot:
336-641-2433

Speaker:
Ray Archuleta, Soil Health
Specialist /Agronomist, NRCS
National Tech Center
Topics:
Demonstration: water infiltration
and soil aggregate stability
Role of cover crops in soil health
Reduce input costs w/ soil health
Develop new ways to view soil

2014 Farmland Preservation Workshop
The NCDA&CS and USDA-NRCS invite you to the November 5th Farmland Preservation Workshop from 9:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m. at the Guilford Agriculture Center to better prepare you on how to obtain the most from state and federal farmland preservation programs.
While these workshops are targeted for non-profit conservation organizations and county agencies, we encourage
the participation of farmers, landowners, and others who might be receiving the benefits being addressed in the
workshops. It is highly recommended for all past, present or future recipients of federal and/or state grants associated with farmland preservation to attend.

Registration for this free event is required and can be found at:
http://www.ncadfp.org/FarmlandPreservationWorkshops.htm

The Guilford Soil & Water Conservation District is sponsoring Conservation Poster, Essay, Digital Poster and Public
Speaking Contests!
The theme for the contests is “Wetlands Are Wonderful!
This encompasses a wide range of idea topics that the students
can incorporate into their contest entries such as hydrology,
conservation, natural resources, and many more….
Who is eligible to participate?
Poster Contest—Any Guilford County student in 3rd-6th
grade. Free poster board will be provided to classes that reserve a FREE lesson on wetlands or soils. Contact Elizabeth
at: ewillia0@co.guilford.nc.us or 336-641-2444.

Wetlands can be found in every
county and
climatic zone in the United States.


53% of wetlands in the USA
were lost between the late—
1700’s and mid-1970’s



In their natural condition, wetlands often provide many benefits, including food and habitat
for fish and wildlife, flood protection, shoreline erosion control,
natural products for human use,
water quality improvement and
opportunities for recreation, education and research.



In the Southeast, 96% of commercial catch and over 50% of
recreational harvest are fish and
shellfish that depend on the estuary-coastal wetlands system.

Essay Contest—Any Guilford County student in 6th grade.
Public Speaking Contest—Any Guilford County student in
7th-8th grade.
Digital Poster Contest—Any Guilford County student in 9th
grade.

Prizes:
Not only do the contests provide a great way for the students
to explore an issue on their own, but there are prizes for the
students. There will be a 1st, 2nd and 3rd place District
award given at each grade level and 1st place winners will be
eligible for the Area and State Contests.
For Poster, Essay and Digital Poster Contests:
1st—$70

2nd—$40

3rd—$30

2nd—$75

3rd—$50

For Speech Contest:
1st—$100

Due Dates and More Information:
February 13, 2015—Posters, Essays and Digital Posters must
reach the District by 4:00 p.m. on that date.
February 18, 2015—3:00 p.m. at the Agriculture Center =
Public Speaking Contest; All entry forms due: January 23,
2015.
More information and entry forms can be found on our
webpage under Education:
http://countyweb.co.guilford.nc.us/soil-and-water-conservation

NC Agriculture Cost Share Is Available For Sign-Up
The North Carolina Agricultural Cost Share Program (NCACSP) is designed to help farmers implement Best
Management Practices (BMPs). The goal of this program is to improve and conserve the quality of the soil, water,
and in many cases air. In order to accomplish these goals the program provides Cost Share funds to assist in the
installation of environmentally friendly farm practices. In most instances
75% of the average cost of a project is pro-vided through the NCACSP.
There are many different BMPs available through this program that reach
abroad range of agricultural needs, including but not limited to Grassed
Waterways, Conservation Tillage, Cropland Conversion, etc. If you have
questions or think you might be interested in applying for this program,
please stop by the Guilford Soil and Water Conservation District/NRCS
office, located in the Guilford County Agricultural Center, 3309 Burlington Rd. Greensboro, NC 27405 or give us a call at 336-641-2440.

Community Conservation Assistance Program
CCAP is a voluntary, incentive-based program designed to improve water quality through the installation of
best management practices on urban, suburban and rural lands, not
directly involved in agricultural production. Interested landowners
may submit applications to Guilford SWCD for practices such as:
abandoned well closures, cisterns, pet waste receptacles and rain gardens. Applications will be ranked based on local water quality priorities. If eligible, a conservation plan is prepared for the applicant to
install the BMP and the landowner may be reimbursed up to 75% of
pre-established average cost of the BMP.

No-Till Drill for Planting Needs
No-Till Practices reduce erosion and run-off.

The Guilford Soil and Water Conservation District invites you participate in
the effort to conserve our natural resources
and aid in the prevention of soil loss in our
county by renting our no-till drill. The 5
foot drill is best used for pasture reseeding
and can be rented for $10/acre.

Guilford Soil & Water
Conservation District
3309 Burlington Rd. - Rm. 108
Greensboro, NC 27405
Phone: 336-641-2440
Fax: 336-641-2441
E-mail:
E. Williams - ewillia0@co.guilford.nc.us
M. Langley - mlangle@co.guilford.nc.us
J. Walker - jwalker1@co.guilford.nc.us

Events and Announcements……
Farmland Preservation Workshop—November 5th—
9:00-3:00
NC Ag Cost Share & Community Conservation
Program Sign Up - Application Forms on Guilford
County Website under Planning—Soil & Water

We’re on the web!
http://countyweb.co.guilford.nc.us/
soil-and-water-conservation
NRCS—Natural Resource Conservation Service
Gary Cox—District Technician
336-375-5401x3
gary.cox@nc.usda.gov

Wildflower Seeds For Sale - $5 Packet Covers 400
Square Feet—4 Mixtures: Bird/Butterfly;
Southeastern; Shade; Low Growing
Save The Date: Tree Sale—February 21st, 2015
Board Meetings: 1st Wednesday of Each Month 9:00
a.m. Rm 106 of Ag. Center
Free Soil & Water Conservation Presentations
Available to All Community Groups including Schools,
Churches, Scouts and more.

Organization

Please Help Us Save Postage

Row 1: Dick Phillips, Lewis
Brandon III, Ray Briggs

Our Newsletter is available
electronically. You will receive
an email once every quarter.
Send your email address to
ewillia0@co.guilford.nc.us

Row 2: Harold Alexander and
George Teague

Our Mission is…...

Gary Cox (NRCS Conservationist), Millie Langley
(Watershed Conservationist),
Jamey Walker (Watershed
Technician) and Elizabeth Williams (Education Coordinator)

…..to promote the conservation of natural resources in Guilford County
through education, information, technical assistance, and available economic incentives.

The Guilford Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) is a governmental subdivision
of the State of North Carolina, charged with the responsibility of promoting soil and water
conservation and establishing conservation programs in the District. The District partners
with the Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) to carry out these responsibilities.
As a local organization, we work with citizens, agencies, and landowners to plan and direct
programs for the conservation and development of our natural resources. We work closely
with other state, federal, and local agencies, such as NC Department of Agriculture, NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources, NC Forest Service, NC Cooperative Extension, etc. to provide effective natural resource management and environmental education.

